The ethical imperative of child health population-based data a top-down/under-up analysis from the United Kingdom and Australia.
The policy move in both the United Kingdom and Australia to competitive primary care child health services (including preventive services and surveillance) has many advantages, but without secure and epidemiological information systems has the potential to put children at risk. More fundamentally, it produces the perverse effect of operating directly in opposition to the desirable policies of audit, outcomes studies, and evidence-based health care. Moreover, generations of children stand to be disadvantaged if environmental and ecological risk factors, as well as adverse clinical outcomes, cannot be identified quickly. Health informatics, linked to professional duties of clinical and fiduciary accountability, provide a way out of this conundrum. Standard clinical data sets, linked to invoicing procedures, would enable the development of summary records which could underpin integrated surveillance whilst also fuelling the new public health. Appropriate professional supervision, confidentiality and security measures, and agreement of data sets, would be necessary but not difficult in informatics terms. As health policy and delivery move forward, it is important not to lose the best aspects of previous systems and opportunities of future technologies.